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European Integration is One of the Keys to
Conflict Resolution for Georgia
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Ketevan Tsikhelashvili — First Deputy State Minister for Reconciliation and Civic Equality

Both the process and, more so, the targeted achievements can be
a part of the solution. The road is not easy, given the challenges
of a larger geopolitical context. But the country’s unwavering
determination to its European course is ever present. A new
milestone in deepening EU-Georgia relations was just attained by
the signing of the Association Agreement on June 27 which brings
the opportunity to seek some additional instruments to achieve the
shared goal of peaceful conflict resolution and durable stability.

Europe is a choice made long ago by Georgian society, including
by those 300 thousand Internally Displaced Persons who are exiled
from, and cannot yet return to, their homes in the two Russian-
occupied regions of Georgia, Abkhazia and Tskhinvali Region/
South Ossetia.

Europe is the choice for a model of development that translates to
ordinary Georgians as freedom, respect for human rights, democracy,
development, prosperity, peace, and stability.

And this is a future we offer to the residents of both the occupied
regions, to the Abkhaz and Ossetians among them. This is an
alternative and a perspective quite different from their reality of
being under exclusive Russian domination.

The Government of Georgia (GoG) is ready to share the benefits
and opportunities stemming from Georgia’s EU integration agenda
with the populations across the divides. These benefits span from
better education to quality healthcare, business and trade, science,
and energy. Importantly, it also pertains to mobility and travel, in
particular to Georgia’s visa-free future with Europe which will
enable every holder of a Georgian passport to travel freely to
different destinations throughout the EU. And more, these benefits
are not about pragmatic measurables alone; there are values and
standards that respect individual freedoms, protect identity and
diversity of different groups and communities. Taken together,
these are the crucial elements of our common European future in
a common state and have to be communicated across the dividing
lines.

The GoG, following the respective part of the State Communication
and Information Strategy on European Integration, takes its steps in
this regard. It also works towards streamlining internal procedures
that would in practice ease access to those benefits for residents of
the occupied territories. The EU, with other international partners,
has a critical role in assisting in this policy, given the extremely
challenging terrain. The task now is to reach out to the populations
beyond the barbed wire fences and other artificial barricades; beyond
the Russian tanks and heavy-loads of military manpower and
weaponry entrenched there since 2008.
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LoMggogmdg bgmadobobgzEmamdol 3Moghozodo Zoyow30mMYdL.
0MbgoYmo HMYO 3oMgamgdgool gomzgomolBobgdom, 93rm3o380MU,
Bbgo LogMMOBMGObM oM HBoMMYOMOb 9MmoE, goEIBY39HO MO
030bM00 0Mb0dbyMo 086930l gobbm®mE0gmmgdol bgmagbymdodo.
003030690 3odmB3930 IamIoMmgmol 3999ad0: ©o3034ommMm
30380600 303m7embma®mmgolo o bbgo bgemmaby® doMogowgdl, oby39
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o 34mal mFobgodl, Lodyomgool oM odmmggl gemgbgol go30byb
0030060 LBobbog-bomgl 60339mgodg o LodmaMmgddyg, seMAg3L dom
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The barriers, raised by the Russian military along the perimeter of
about 60 kilometers towards both regions since 2009, mar the lives
thousands of families. The barbed wirescutthrough over 25 villages
close to the Tskhinvali Region - splitting households, depriving
farmers of access to their agricultural plots and pastures and cutting
them off from essential infrastructure, such as that for potable and
irrigation water. People lack opportunities to visit their relatives,
cemeteries and churches on the other side of the divide, even during
sacred holidays such as Easter. Dozens of local citizens are detained
each year, imprisoned on charges of so-called “illegal border
crossing,” when in reality they try to reach their own households,

byHgomgmo:
30300Mmbmommgdo
Logommggmml bgmmobamgdol
©00M3Mgdal ngdaboly
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Khurvaleti: due to the

barbed wires, the Georgian
authorities are unable to deliver
humanitarian assistance to the
locals in the villages. The only
remaining family in this village
is forced to receive available
assistance secretly.

orchards or cornfields. The detainees are then forced to pay a “fine”
before being released by Russian and de facto authorities.

International observers of this political and humanitarian drama
cannot help but recall the Berlin Wall. Its modern-day obnoxious
re-embodiment - the barbed wire - artificially divides another part of
Europe and results in immense human suffering.

The GoG addresses some of the needs of those who are affected.
A special interagency commission was set up in October 2013 to
assist with the basic needs of populations who live close diviling
lines, an endeavor which enjoys support from international partners.
The GoG has both the will and strategies regarding how to address
the needs of the population on the other side of the fence, but the
access. The Tskhinvali region increasingly resembles a modern-day
ghetto or an extended military base of Russia. The region is nearly
completely depopulated with almost 80 per cent of its population
prior to conflict no longer there. Abkhazia’s population is also more
than halved - mostly due to the fact that the majority of its ethnic
Georgian population still continues to live in exile.

Under Russia exclusively, no international presence has been
allowed into the two territories since 2008. The previous missions
of the UN (UNOMIG) and OSCE have been discontinued. The EU
Monitoring Mission that was set up in fall 2008 to fulfill its mandate
on both sides of the dividing lines, to date remains half-fledged and
lacking access to the Russian-controlled area. The human rights and
humanitarian situation remain alarming, particularly in the areas
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in which the ethnic Georgian population live, such as Gali and
Ochamchire in Abkhazia, and Akhalgori in the Tskhinvali Region/
South Ossetia. Ever more attention and the increased efforts of
relevant international actors are needed in order to observe and react
to the situation in order to protect basic rights of affected individuals.

As of today one of the important venues for discussing human rights
and humanitarian aspects is the Geneva International Discussions.
This is currently the only format for talks, organized in a follow
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Didi Khurvaleti village: journalists trying to ask questions to David Vanishvili, whose family, left on the other side of the barbed wires, is the only one to take the risk of coming close to the

dividing line
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99b3mYBoHOE GPLIMOL gogmgbol g398 dymay 03 MHgzombyddo 2008
Bemol 89993 oo™ oMmob LogMmmodmmobm Bo®mImdoEagbmmdo.
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MHmIgmog 990g4dbo 2008 Bemol dgdmgmadody, mogobo doboohol
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®mBodhoMy ox3boBgmdo o dbomamMmo bobgomol Mggombdo.
BogoMmmo Jgbododobo Logdmodm®mobm odhm™Madol 3093 YROM
990 ROOOPM®B O odMEOMO dogmolbdgge, Momo Eoo330MEbL
O ©9o30Mmgadd 0dmbomb LohyoEoodyg, EOBIGOMIdYIM oMM
R6©0I6H MO PRIl o330l 303b60m.

00300608 yRMgoomo EOE30LO EO dPdobodhodymo dbdgdhgool

up to the Russia-Georgia war in 2008, primarily for talks between
Russia and Georgia as parties to the conflict (with participants from
Sokhumi and Tskhinvali also attending), with participation of a US
delegation and under the co-chairmanship of the EU, UN and OSCE.

However, the format is heavily politicized, despite the Georgian
delegation’s pragmatic and constructive approach. Georgia already
took a unilateral pledge to non-use of force. What is now missing is
the reciprocal step from Russia. The international security component
also has yet to be achieved ahead, the returning of refugees and
IDPs to their homes still remains. The EU in particular has a critical
role in steering the process and facilitating the fulfillment of core
challenging tasks, including the implementation of the EU-brokered
ceasefire agreement of August 2008 and its implementation measures
which the Geneva International Discussions base upon.

The need for strong stewardship of the conflict resolution process is
indeed present. The latest events unfolding in Ukraine have proven
once again that unresolved conflicts remain the main tool of Russia
in its attempts to exert pressure and exclusive influence over its
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GmamOmE 3mbamoghol dbomggdl dmmol ImmodoMmo390900L
BOBOMAMYIMOE (MYIEO IMboBgMggdo LrmbydoEob o 3bobgomoob
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30mBgnm 0dboll Logmmodm®mobm Pbogdmbmgool 3mA3mMbybHOL
009803900. 01939, 3oEOLOBY39H0d WMHMMIOMMO O 0dYENJOOm
3000ZNMIdY 30Mmd EadMY69d0l bozombo. g3 mzogdoml
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neighbors. It is no coincidence that five countries out of six in the
Eastern Partnership area suffer from unresolved conflicts. If the EU
and its EaP aspirants have a shared understanding that European
integration is not against anybody, it seems there is a different
perception in Moscow.

Thus, Georgia’s European way of development is not only about
making the choice, but also about defending this choice. Georgia,
like some other EaP countries, can barely secure it without principled
international, particularly European, support. Thus, the EU played
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The EU Monitoring Mission
(EUMM) is the only
international presence on
the ground. It was set up
to monitor the Six-Point
Ceasefire Agreement.
However, it is denied
access to the occupied
territories by Russian
military and prevented from
implementing its mandate.

and continues to play a critical role in the development course of
Georgia, which in the longer term also engages conflict resolution,
through peace, reconciliation and the EU-championed “soft powers”.

For its part, the GoG defies confrontational rhetoric or any other
actions that might make Georgia an easy target for provocations.

In parallel, the GoG carries out its policy vis-a-vis the occupied
regions based on principles of peace, reconciliation, pragmatism
and readiness to step into direct communication with Abkhaz and
Ossetians. The offer - voiced in 2013 - has not yet been reciprocated
by counterparts, but it remains open as it may contribute to the peace
process.

The GoG took and continues to take constructive unilateral steps to
build confidence and to address the interests of the populations in the
two occupied regions. In parallel, it continues activities envisaged
by the Engagement Strategy. Among those is the provision of free
healthcare to residents of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali regions and the
granting of educational opportunities in the rest of Georgia.

In line with this policy, Georgia appreciates and welcomes the
EU’s central role in peaceful conflict resolution which fully
respects the country’s territorial integrity and sovereignty. Firstly,
this pertains to the EU’s valuable support in neutralizing any
potential threats and provocations on the road to our deepening
integration. Secondly, the EU’s continued efforts and leadership
in formats, such as Geneva International Discussions and EUMM,
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39mobb3mol ogMm9m3g 3mbamoagdhol goEobyzgholb dd30Md0060,
39603900L 3Bom o 93t m3o3d06M0L BoMdohgdnmo ,Mmdomo dogmol”
Lodyomgogool godmygbgdom.

mo30l 3bMmog, LodJoOm3zgmmb dmogdmdo PodL 03dmMOL
3MbROMbhogogm  ®ohm®mozodg my bbgo ®o0dg obgmo GHodolb
4990090089, M0doi dgbodmmmo Jg99obo 3Mm3zm3IoEngdolomgol ommo
Lod0B6g @oboEMmUL. 3oMomgmy®moE, LoJodmzgmmb dmoghmdo
™3Y30MH907PMm M930mbgdmob d0dommgdom Lognmo®m 3MMoh03ol
oho®gol, MoE 3930md0L, 3gH0agdol, 3Gogdohnddol 3Mobizndgol
00 003b03g0mM0b o MLBYIMNSL 30ME30M0 3MTPBN3OE00L EETYa™gdol
®oMYBY 3BoEYMROL 9x31ndbgde. Bgmogodgdol, dmagmoi 2013 BgmL
309MIMO, F9M 06 dM3gmmoo badobybm Lgmo, dog™Mod ob 33303
00 ®BgOd, MdEaob 3gxdemos oo B3eMoo 3go¢hobmb boddzoEmom
3m39L3o.

LBodoOmggmml dmoghmdd Eomdb®mog ®9goddo Zobogmdmdl
3MBLAH®YIEoPmo 600039008 oEoEadol bpmool ombooagbo
©O MM M3Y30MJoPMo M9aombol dmbobmgmdol 0bhgdmglbgdol
gobomgomolBobgomo. 030l ZoMomagmydop, gMdgmEgdd
Bommymmdol Lobgmadbogm LH®mohggnom omzamobbobgdymo
Bogd0obmdo, dom FMMOL, dsx3badgmobo o (3bobgomol Mgaombgdnls
93bm3®mg0mom30L PROLM FobEoE30L PBMYB3gMmYmRL, o6 Jommzol
gobommygdol domgdol dgbodmmgdmmool dopgde ©obodmhgbo
Bogomm3gmmL hgMohm®00dg.

09 3mmohozol ambdg Lodommggmm dogbogmadgde 93 ™m3ogdomoly
3960HEOMYG HMMUL 3MBbRMoghHol 3dg0md00b0 gdom dmazotmgosdo,
OGmIgmog LogoOm3zgmmb  Hgdohmdoymo Inmosbmdobo
o LY39®m9bohghol 3ohogolEgdol 9gmydbgdo. P3o®m3zgmgLo,
gl gbgdo 9g3eH™303306mol 3603369mmM3gob dbodmEoggmol B3gbo
93O M3Ymo  06¢h9acmo3ool gom®madnggdol 3Bedg 3mbgbgoydo
Logymbggdolo o 3MHM3mM3d309008 bgohGomodoiool bogdgdo;
9gmMy — 93MM™30330M0L daMmoE dogmobbdggzol o moEghmdol
00 gM®M3o(hg030, MMaMOOE00 B30l LogHMOFMMOLM EOLIYLgoo
O  93M®m30330Mmol  LoEod3z30M39dmm doloo, GMIMId03
0603369mm30boo 00 39doboddgool mogpodomgzgmo 3086900l
dobomBggo; 3gLodg — 93MrM303306M0L RoMMPMMBOL 3mmodhozol,
HMAYMOE 9YOHEbMId 9MOM00MHYI0L 30003l o BboMEgIMomod
BogdoMmmzgmmL dmogmmdol dogM, gooBboo domomo 3mbhgbgoomo
3Mbymogdhgool dmagzo®mgdol gmbom; dgmmbg — LogoMmzgmm
0390L 23goMgol 93Mm3o3d0Mmol godmogMmgonm dboMEoggMody,
om0 93mmobhga®moEnol mol Bgbdmogdn sMbydymo 308bmamogo
Lo6ag0gmo bogmbobomgol byemdolbobzmao o bgemdglobgdo dogmgsg
30bEaL. 30g3omomo, bogommggmml dmdomogdggdobomgol y30dm
©9g030b 3gdmmgdo dgbodmmo goEood3gl ddmogm bhodymop
Lodd30MAM 3MHME9LoL Bobomolbgdobomgobos. EOOMMML —
LBodoMmmggmm oxdlgdl o goblbogymMgdom 38603369mm3bo
300Rb93L 93 ™ 3038060L FbOMHEEZIHOL 3MbRMOIH0m EOBOMIMYdM
003000mo 3ydobohotmyem LodoMmgdgddg M gogntMgool, bocmbmodm®moly
3mbhoghgool BobomolLgdobo o bpmdol 3d3gbgdmmdol
®30mbOBMOLOm. 307690300 dMLYOYMO ddM0IMYOOLY, dd3006mO
30603000 YJOHM09MHNMOJO0LdmM30L bymdgBymool Imogzomadn YRMM
390 3G0Mm®ohgho nbwo d0gbodmb.

Logommggmmbo o 93Mm30330ML dm®mol 33oMmEo 06¢hgamoEod
obom dgbodmgdmmdgolo o P30MHohgbmdgdl odmygzo, H®IMYdoE
300mygbgdmo pbo oygml Lodmmmm doBbol — 3mbaymogdhol
033000mM00060 ZoEod®mol dobombgzoE. dMMML O dMMML,
930 Mm30L, HMIMmob bobomo bogoMmggmmi oMo, o®ms dbmmmo
Bo®Bo(h9070m0 93MbMB03M0 O 3gNOMEMIMO0L 3O M9gJhob, d6odg
00309 m3b690089 oxndbgdoymo BoMmdo¢hgdymo 3d30md0l
3Mm9ghol 389690 MO0L LOIPMOMmO MOMYdYMO BOTMEBEO YOO
goohboo.

bog. g399m bgomo. 3babgomol M9gombol/bodb®mgm mbgmol go®mdgdm godygman bodol
30LB3M0g dMIoMOMY0s 50 38. bog™dol JogmPMbmOMMYI0 O WMIJIO0, GMIMIdOE
2030 MIM0390L d3MMYOL LdgnMOMm0 BdZOMB0EOIM O bobbag-bomgbo d06gd0La6,
Lodmgmgdolgob, Hyggoobzob, Lobogmomgdobgob, Bymol ocmbgdolgob s o.3..

Village Kvemo Khviti. About 50 kilometer-long barbed wires and fences stretch along the
dividing line around the Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia, cutting off locals’ orchards, lands,
pastures, forests, graveyards, water supplies etc.

are crucially important for attaining the important original tasks in
these frameworks. Thirdly, the EU’s engagement policy, which is
based on its Non-Recognition pillar and is encouraged by the GoG,
has a high potential for conflict resolution purposes. Fourthly,
Georgia hopes for the EU’s intensified support in making the
targeted benefits of the EU integration agenda soon available and
tangible for its people. For instance, the enactment of a visa free
regime for Georgian citizens may also become a powerful incentive
for the peace process. Last, but not least, Georgia appreciates — and
deems particularly important — the EU’s support in alleviating the
humanitarian burden on conflict-affected communities, promoting
confidence-building, and fostering people-to-people contacts.
Despite existing obstacles, promoting people-to-people contacts
has to gain even greater priority in future.

The Georgia-EU intensified integration does offer new opportunities
and strengths to be utilized for the ultimate goal of peaceful conflict
resolution. After all, Europe, where Georgia belongs to, has its
own valuable experience of building not only successful projects
of welfare and prosperity but also projects of peace and celebrated
diversity.

bog. 9Hgbgmo: bamzndoEom dogmgdds gobagmoggl dmogamo 3oddggd0 3xbdho gdody,
®mM3YI0E dEMY FMMOLO O (360630l JoMOMOEO EEFOIOZTOMIIIMO gBd 0gM. dbemo ol
Bo39homos gggmo bobol dmdmomdobmgob.

Ergneti Village: the occupying forces deployed their major check-point on what used to be
the main road connecting Gori to Tskhinvali. Now it is blocked to any movement

Erasmus+ 36 mg®modo Jobhmggmo

LHY9bHYooLmgoL

Erasmus+ Programme for Georgian Students

03> EEMEAH0
Bogdommggmmmado hgaddnbol ghmmgbymo maxolol 3mm®mEobodhm®o

006033 MAMMBO YoM gLio 3obommgool baygMmao 93t mzo330m0Lo
©0 BOJoMmMZIMML YOHM0IOH MGl ghm-ghmo 360336gmm3gobo
ob39gdhoo.

930 M 30300600 JoOmm3gm LBHEIbHIOL Lbgowobbge 3MmaMmodgdnl
QOM3MYd30 93m™M30b nb03gdLo¢ghgddn LBzl Fgbodmmgdcm Mmool
L00308MAL.

2007 Bmo@ob Logdommagmmb ybogg®dbobhghgdoo dmbobomgmdgb
Erasmus Mundus 36Mmg®od030, booenm 2014 Bemoob bodo®mmagmml
160396L0h9hg00 hogOH®3696 Erasmus+ 3GHMaMododo, MmIgmaos
B3MGOHOLO O dbdMBOBOEMBOL FbdMEOIFIH 3MIMZHTJOMOD gH MO

3096000690700 P3ommalo gdobommmgool Lygm™mTo ododEY 3339
06H1YOYMO 3MrMZM03900.

Erasmus+ oMol 006033OM3mMM0o0Ld o dmdommdol 3Mmamods
90ommglo gdobommgdol Lygdmdo, G®Igmoi bgmb PBymolb
160396L0h9h g0, bLHPEIbHYBOL, 3O MRILMEooLO o dgEbogdmgooly
dmoommool. dgbododoboE, 3MmaMmodo dmoposgl Gdmamds
06LHOHYEOO 10603FOMAM ML, 01939 0BEO30EYIMY® go33eMoL.

2007 Bmoob Jodmmymo nboggdbohghgdo 23 3mbbm®Eoyddo
dmboBogmgmM0dgh. 03370300, LogoOmMm3ggmmUL 6 Joemogdoob 17 Jommymo
900mmgbo Bogobdobomemgdmm EobgLgdHgds (11 Lobgmmdboxm o
6 396dm) 18 dmgdgE 3Mma®mdado dmboboemgmob.

Erasmus+ 3MmaMmodo mo3obo doboodbom ©o 3603369mmdom
20bommgdol LYgdM3o MebodgEMm™Mgy Abmamomb godmbzgazgol
9bdoobgdo. dmmmbool 3MmEgbol dgggoE dgoddbo ydommglo
30bommgdol gmmoobo 9g3mm3ymo bogMEg, GMIMOL dMHLYIMOD
BLHYEIbHgdoLbo o 3MmxygLlmdgdol dmoommdol go®mgdy
BoMmImMYEa9bgmoo. ML LogdoMmmzgmm ombodbymo LogMEol
Bobomoo.

bo®obboobo gobommgdol domgdobmob ghmo, Erasmus+ byl
9694mdL 930 M30 3PMHIMOL goEbmdobo o yEbm 9bgdol 3mbol
300M™M303900L. JoOmzamo LAHYIBHIO0LOMZOL EOIMYINEIIMOE
3bmgM9d0l 3odmEE0MmYdol domgdobmob ghmo, 3603369emmgobos

Lika Glonti
Coordinator of Tempus National Office in Georgia

One of the most important aspects of cooperation between the
European Union and Georgia is collaboration in the field of higher
education.

The European Union offers to Georgian students the possbility to
study at European universities within the framework of a variety of
programmes.

Georgian universities have participated in the Erasmus Mundus
programme since 2007, and in 2014 we joined Erasmus+, an
umbrella programme covering all existing programmes in higher
education (including youth and sports programmes).

Erasmus+ is a cooperation and mobility programme in the field
of higher education, providing support to universities, individual
students, researchers, and university staff. The programme includes
institutional partnerships and individual mobility.
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