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Georgia’s European Way

ore women means a more lasting peace. Wo-
men tend to show a higher sense of responsi-
bility, greater adherence to principles and, at
the same time, extreme sensitivity to impor-
tant humanitarian issues such as recovering from the disastrous
consequences of wars and assisting people affected by unresol-
ved conflicts, among whom women and children are the most

vulnerable of all.

I often recall one of my first meetings with bereaved mothers
wearing mourning dresses. I was somewhat taken back by their
approach to such traumatic times. Despite the excruciating pain
weighing upon them, these women were among the first to
speak about the need for peace and confidence-building. They
are ready to get involved in this process and build for themselves
the first bridges between war-torn communities to ensure that
similar tragedies do not recur and that other families are spared
the ordeals they have been put through. Their courage and
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commitment should provide a special impetus for us to move

towards peace and reconciliation.

I often visit the villages adjacent to the dividing lines and meet many
women there coping with life and struggling to create a more peaceful
future for their children. I also meet teachers and parents from the Gali
district where pre-school and schoolchildren are denied the right to
be educated in their native language. Nevertheless, against adversity,
these very women, many of them at a mature stage in life and with
proven track records in teaching, continue to teach the Georgian
language at their own risk, cherishing it as the most treasured
possession to share with children. Working under psychological
pressure and against ethnic discrimination, they prevail in raising
exceptionally smart young people. These women are true heroines of
our time. As victims of conflict, these women still have the potential

to make a considerable contribution to the peacemaking process.

An increasing number of women displaced from the occupied
territories have been getting engaged in the civil sector, including
public diplomacy. We always assure donors that encouraging

women’s initiatives is an essential part of the peace process.

It is important that Georgian women are involved in negotiations.
During the 14th round of the Geneva International Discussions, I
headed the working group on humanitarian issues, many of which
concerned the fates and everyday lives of conflict-affected people.
My efforts within the group were directed toward alleviating their
problems, and working out humanitarian solutions before reaching
a full-scale settlement of the conflict. After all, undoubtedly, this
conflict will be resolved and we will be able to live harmoniously
in a truly European state — the one Georgia is aspiring to become.
Our visions and approaches are always action-oriented and
constructive, an attitude which could have solved many problems
had it not been for unnecessary politicization from the party
with whom we negotiate. Women account for 40 percent of the
Georgian delegation. Greater participation of women from other

parties too would have opened up many more opportunities.

Furthermore, we have undertaken a series of commitments under
the UN Resolution 1325 on Women and Peace and Security.
This is our national action plan which we are implementing by

encouraging women’s participation in the peace process.

At the same time, we hold regular meetings with various women’s
organizations to give them insights into how the peace process is
proceeding in various formats, including the Geneva Discussions
and the Incident Prevention and Response Mechanism (IPRM)
negotiations. In return, they also share with us their views
and recommendations. This is a thoroughly productive and

worthwhile process.

My position as the State Minister for Reconciliation and Civil
Equality imposes on me the responsibility to turn the belief,
namely that the increased participation of women is rewarded

with better results, into reality.
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